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To promote the open 
development, evolution, and 
use of the Internet for the 
benefit of all people 
throughout the world. 
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Internet Society’s Mission 



Current Priorities 

The opportunities and challenges facing the global Internet are as 
diverse as its 3 billion users.  
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Underlying all is 
“human rights,” 
so we focus on 
the rights and 
experience of 
the end user.   

Maintaining and 
strengthening 
multi-stakeholder 
processes both 
globally and 
locally. 

Promoting 
robustness and 
resiliency of Internet 
security and privacy 
through technology 
standards and 
deployment. 

Advancing the 
deployment of core 
Internet infrastructure 
and evolution of 
technology to ensure 
the sustainability and 
reliability of the 
Internet. 
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What is Internet Governance? 

The 2005 United Nations World Summit on the Information 
Society (WSIS) defined “Internet Governance” as: 

[…] the development and application by governments, the 
private sector and civil society, in their respective roles, of 
shared principles, norms, rules, decision-making procedures, 
and programmes that shape the evolution and use of the 
Internet. 
 

 - Article 34, Tunis Agenda 

•  In brief: Cooperation instead of anarchy, in a 
decentralized system 
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The Internet Ecosystem: A cooperative model 

Characteristics:  

•  Involvement  
of a broad range  
of actors 

•  Open, transparent,  
and collaborative  
processes 

•  Use of products  
and infrastructure  
with dispersed  
ownership and control 
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What matters about the Internet? 

•  Global reach, integrity, and general purpose 

•  Permissionless innovation, universal accessibility 

•  Technical interoperability and mutual agreement 

•  Collaborative stakeholder participation 

•  Reusable technical building blocks 

•  Constant innovative evolution 
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Sustainability of the Open Internet Model 

Open standards model vs. closed 
global vs. national/regional standards 

proprietary platforms, closed systems, 
personal data and business models 

surveillance, cyber-security programs, 
online identity/privacy 

more or less inclusive? 

Commercial Decisions 

Security Concerns  

Governance Structures  
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Internet governance Trends and Issues 

▪  Pace of technological change vs. government-based processes  

▪  Role of ICT in global sustainable development 

▪  Role of emerging economies in the management of the Internet 

▪  New technologies (mobile) impact access & affordability  

▪  Balance between national security, individual privacy, online 
freedoms 

▪  Acceleration in pace of global meetings related to the Internet 

▪  Cementing the multistakeholder model of Internet governance 

2015 
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The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) 

A Key WSIS outcome: a new platform to discuss and identify 
solutions and best practices for Internet policy issues 

Characteristics 
Neutral, non-partisan space bringing together governments, 
businesses, civil society, and technical organizations. 

▪  Open to all participants 
▪  Equal footing 
▪  No negotiations 
▪  Needs-based, voluntary solutions  
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The IGF is global, regional and local 



WSIS+10: towards a new consensus? 

15 julio 2015 
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High-level U.N. event in New York, December 2015 

Governments will set the agenda for WSIS beyond 2015 – development 
and security will be at the heart of negotiations 

Questions:  

• What are the international community’s targets for the next decade: Internet 
infrastructure development, e-Learning, etc. 

• Will the multi-stakeholder model be strengthened or weakened? 

• How will the IANA transition process impact UN negotiations? 

• Will the IGF mandate be renewed?  



Thank You 
Sally Wentwoth 
VP for Public Policy 
wentworth@isoc.org 
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